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Fresno’s 
writing 
program 
hits the 
SPO Rs = 


The program 
complements upper 
division writing 
requirements. 


-By ANDREW SPENCER 
Staff Writer 


Cal State University Fresno has de- 
veloped a spot-on way for students to 
get help in completing their upper divi- 
sion writing requirements. 

This semester, Fresno State 
launched Self-Paced Online Tutorial 
(SPOT), a program designed to help 
students improve their writing skills. 

Shirley Armbruster, associate vice 
president of university communications 
at Fresno State, said SPOT is a free ser- 
vice that helps people improve their writ- 
ing skills. The online tutorial program, 
which was launched this semester, is 
open to anyone who wishes to take it. 

The program was built on a technol- 
ogy platform designed by Fresno State 
staff and gives students another avenue 
to demonstrate writing competency, 
Armbruster said. 

“Tf a student submits his or her work 
for evaluation by a trained evaluator, 
the student may fulfill the upper divi- 
sion writing requirement for our cam- 
pus,” she said via email. “The other 
two methods of fulfilling this require- 
ment are passing a designated upper 
division writing course or passing a 
standardized upper division writing 
examination.” 

Those enrolled in SPOT can take up to 
six months to complete the program but 
are encouraged to work at their own pace. 

Fresno State English professor Asao 
Inoue will mentor the online tutorial. 
The tutorial’s writing assignments are 
customized to each student’s major. 

Armbruster said that while several 
people have expressed interest in the 


See SPOT, Page 3 
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Freshman psychology major Kai-En Kyle Chou attempts to make a shot form the free throw line. 


_ ROLLIN’ WITH IT 


A wheelchair obstacle course was hosted in the Student Recreation and Wellness Center. 


By STANLEY YEE 
Contributing Writer 


tudents got to try out a new 
set of wheels at the Student 
} Recreation and Wellness Center 

yesterday, and they took them 

out for a spin through an obstacle course. 
As part of its inclusive recreation 

program, the SRWC hosted a wheelchair 
obstacle course, in which students were 
provided with wheelchairs and sent 


through a series of challenges. 


The obstacle course, set on a basketball 
court inside the SRWC, included a variety 
of timed activities. First students navigated 
through a cone slalom, then threw a foot- 
ball through a target from the free throw 
line. They continued with the course by 
pushing an exercise ball into a soccer goal, 
dribbling and shooting a basketball and fin- 
ishing with a hula-hoop ring toss. All these 


activities were performed by students in 
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Senior kinesiology major Patrick Mecenas tries 
to push an exercise ball into the goalie net. 


wheelchairs, though they were not actually 
paralyzed. : 

“The purpose of the course is to level the 

playing field,” Michael Freeman, coordina- 
tor for inclusive recreation programs, said. 
“Most places have adaptive [recreation], 
but this allows people to have the same 
perspective as someone in a wheelchair.” 
_ Freeman said he was impressed by the 
turnout at the event, and he hopes similar 
events give students a unique experience 
and a fun time. Around 10 students com- 
peted in the wheelchair obstacle course. 

Kai-En Chou, a freshman psychology 
major, was the first to try the course. 

“Tt looked like fun,” Chou said. “I’m 
always up for a challenge.” 

Prizes for participating in the obstacle 
course included energizing sport jelly 
beans and water bottles. Students with the 
top three times were awarded with free 
CPR lessons. Many students who partici- 
pated in the course said they felt a sense of 
friendly competition. 


See Roiun’, Page 2 


Child Development Center launches 
first semester-long donation drive 


The center is asking 
for gloves, tissues 
and crayons. 


By JACQUELINE SOSA 
Staff Writer 


Everyone at Cal State Long Beach 
has felt the sting of budget cuts — even 
the children. a; 

The Isabel Patterson Child Develop- 


ment Center (IPCDC) launched its first 
Goodies for Kiddies Supply Drive last 
month as a result of ongoing budget 
cuts, according to Yanira Lopez, Good- 
ies for Kiddies event coordinator assis- 
tant and senior criminal justice major. 
The fundraiser, a semester-long 
event, is designed to collect donations 
for the center in an effort to meet the 
high demand for materials used on dai- 
ly activities, according to Lopez 
“Budget cuts mean the IPCDC must 
reduce the allocation of money to all 
sorts of areas, including the money for 
supplies for the children at the center,” 


Ariane Nguyen, Goodies for Kiddies 
event coordinator and sophomore lib- 
eral studies major, said via email. 

Funding for the IPCDC from the 
California Department of Education 
started dropping in the 2010 fiscal year, 
according to IPCDC Director Rhonda 
Marikos. Since 2009, the center has 
seen a reduction of about 25 percent in 
state funding, she said. The budget for 
the IPCDC has gone from $212,894 in 
2009 to $163,886 this year. 

Donation boxes hand-painted by 


Courtesy OF AriANE NGuYeN 
After facing budget cuts in the last four years, the Isabel Patterson 
See GooprEs, Page 2 Child Development Center has launched a donation drive. 
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Three male students were smoking marijuana on the south side of 
the College of Business Administration building Friday. 


University Police catch 
pot-smokers near CBA 


By ANDREA SCHUKLER 
Staff Writer 


Three male students were caught 
smoking marijuana on the south side 
of the College of Business Administra- 
tion building at 11:30 a.m. on Friday, 
University Police Captain Scott Brown 
said. One student was cited for posses- 
sion, but no arrests were made, Brown 
said. 


Chemical explosion in Hall of Science 

A chemical reaction caused a mild 
explosion inside a metal cabinet in the 
Hall of Science at 2 a.m. on Wednesday, 
Brown said. The explosion appeared to 


be accidental, and the case, which is 
still under investigation, has been taken 
over by Long Beach Environmental 
Health and Safety, Brown said. 


Lost child at soccer tournament 

A 4-year-old boy went missing at the 
AYSO soccer tournament at George Al- 
len Field on Saturday, Brown said. The 
child’s parents reported him missing at 
4 p.m., and University Police located 
the boy shortly after the report, Brown 
said. 


Wallet stolen from Beach Hut 

A student’s wallet was stolen from 
the Beach Hut Convenience Store on 
Tuesday, Brown said. There was no 
indication of it being found, Brown 
said. 
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City of Long Beach announces plans 
to renovate its website, email services 


The overhaul will cost 
$212,486. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
Assistant City Editor 


In addition to the creation of a new 
email alert system, the City of Long 
Beach is planning a pricey overhau 
for its website. : 

- The Long Beach City Council voted 
7-0 on Feb. 19 to spend $212,486 on 
its website overhaul, according to the 
City of Long Beach’s website. 

“Our site hasn’t been updated since 
2004,” Long Beach Vice Mayor Rob- 
ert Garcia said. “[The website will 


GOODIES 


Continued from Page 1 


children and staff members at the 
IPCDC have been placed at various 
locations on campus, such as at the 
Nugget Grill and Pub, the Student 
Recreation and Wellness Center and 
the University Bookstore. 

“Our main objective is to place dona- 
tion boxes where there are many people 
in common places,” Lopez said via email. 

According to Nguyen, the center 
is in immediate need of gloves and 
tissues, as these items are used the 
most on a daily basis. A full list of the 
IPCDC’s needed items can be found 
on the sides of the donation boxes and 
on the center’s Orgsync page. 

Nguyen initiated the start of 


the supply drive after talking with 


have] a clean and crisp design that’s 
easy to use.” ; 

According to Garcia, the redesigned 
website will create a virtual city hall 
and allow for expanded services, like 
online bill payment, neighborhood 
mapping and videos of City. Council 
meetings. 

According to the city’s website, 
$112,186 of the total cost will be for 
website design, $81,100 for software 
and training services and $19,200 for 
social media and email services. 

For some students, like sophomore 
kinesiology major Alissa Huerta, ren- 
ovating the website is not necessary. 

“T do not agree with using money on 
things that are not even ... necessary,” 
Huerta said. “$212,000 is a price that 
[citizens] cannot afford to pay during 
these difficult times.” 


Marikos. They decided the best way to 

‘meet the IPCDC’s supply demand was 

through a donation drive. 

“Since most of the goodies are 

everyday items, student and 
staff could get these items 


from their own homes.” 
-Ariane Nguyen, student 


“T thought, why not hold a supply 
drive and get the CSULB students 
and staff involved?” Nguyen said. 


To pay for this project, surplus oil 
revenue will be used, Garcia said. 

For other students, like junior 
graphic design major Sebastian Quin- 
tero, spending $212,486 on a new web- 
site is unwise. 

“I’m concerned that it would cost 
$212,486 to renovate a website when 
we have an art school [that can] do the 
same work for a cheaper price,” Quin- 
tero said. 

The decision to redesign the city 
website comes weeks after the City 
Council announced the creation of a 
city email alert system. 

The alert system allows for citizens 
to sign up for reminders about meet- 
ings that relate to them. 

“T’m very supportive [of the web- 
site], the more. open experience the 
better,” Garcia said. 


“Since most of the goodies are every- 
day items, students and staff could get 
these items from their own homes.” 

Prior to the drive, staff members 
from the center have had to purchase 
the materials themselves without any re- 
imbursements, according to Lopez and 
Nguyen. 

“Due to daily usage in the center, 
the expenses have begun to add up,” 
Lopez said. “Therefore, as a means 
to reduce the stressor the budget cuts 
have caused-the staff members at the 
center, the IPCDC Board of Trustees 
decided to hold the event all semester 
long.” 

The donation boxes will be checked 
weekly and brought back into the 
IPCDC as they are filled throughout 
the semester. Donations will then be 
allocated based on the center’s needs. 
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NEWS 


White House spells out impact automatic 
budget cuts would have on United States 


WASHINGTON — Planes de- 
layed. Teachers laid off. And, now, 
more illegal immigrants slipping 
past the Border Patrol. 

The White House on Monday 
added to its list of dire consequences 
that would come from Friday’s auto- 
matic federal budget cuts, part of a 
campaign to ignite public outcry. 

For days, President Barack Obama 
and his aides have been turning up 
the volume about the impact of the 
across-the-board cuts, seeking to 
gain leverage over Republicans in 
Washington’s latest fiscal fight. 

On Monday, Homeland Security 
Secretary Janet Napolitano predicted 
longer lines at U.S. border crossings 
and a more porous border. 

“Between the ports of entry, if you 
reduce the number of Border Patrol 
agents, I think you can say, yes, it 
does affect our ability to keep out 
illegal migrants and others trying to 
enter the country,” Napolitano told 
reporters at the White House. 

The warnings came as the White 
House distributed a state-by-state 
analysis of the impact to governors in 
Washington for their annual meeting. 

In the latest standoff, in which 
automatic cuts would gradually curb 
federal services, Obama is having to 
work harder to alert the public to the 
problem, mindful that his bet could 
backfire. If the budget ax falls and no- 
body notices, Republicans may have 


MCT 
Obama speaks to governors at 
the White House and suggests 
compromise from Congress. 


made their case for reducing federal 
spending. 

Republicans, meanwhile, have 
adopted the strategy of blaming the 
administration for making the wrong 
cuts. 

After meeting with Obama, some 
Republican governors questioned 
whether the president is engaging in 
scare tactics. 

“Tt’s time for the president to show 
leadership,” Louisiana Gov. Bobby 
Jindal said. “Enough’s enough. There 
is room to make the cuts without 


jeopardizing critical services.” 

Congressional Republicans 
complained Monday that the cuts 
should target wasteful or duplicative 
programs — or follow their proposals 
to trim domestic programs, including 
school lunches and food stamps. 

“There is a smarter and better 
way to go about trying to achieve the 
reductions in spending,” said House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va. 
“So the president really ought to stop 
campaigning and come back to the 
table and work with us.” 

But Obama, as he addressed the 
governors at the White House, sug- 
gested that lawmakers are responsible. 

“These cuts do not have to hap- 
pen,” he said. “Congress can turn 
them off any time with just a little bit 
of compromise.” 

After that meeting, White House 
officials briefed reporters on specific 
cuts that would hit the states, a list 
that includes furloughs among civil- 
ians working for the National Guard. 
The report projected school districts 
would have to lay off teachers and 
Head Start would have to trim rolls. 
Transportation Secretary Ray La- 
Hood spent the weekend warning 
travelers to expect flight delays as air 
traffic controllers are furloughed. 


— Kathleen Hennessey and 
Christi Parsons, Tribune Washing- 
ton Bureau 
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online tutorial program, only 40 spots 
are currently available. If the year-round 
program is successful, Armbruster said 
up to 100 spots may be opened. 

There are currently 60 people on the 
waiting list, including a woman from 
Romania, Armbruster said. 

For now, SPOT is being piloted as a 
single campus program, Abruster said. 


Wednesday, February 27, 2013 


“We are very happy to share our 
experiences with SPOT with other 
campuses and expect other campuses 
to explore similar programs in the fu- 
ture,” she said. “It is possible that, in 
the future, students from other CSU 
campuses who successfully complete 
SPOT and whose writing is deter- 
mined to demonstrate upper division 
writing proficiency may fulfill their 
campus’ upper division writing re- 
quirement.” | 

Staff Writer Elizabeth Schmidt con- 
tributed to this report. 
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“I was always aiming for the No. | 
fastest time,” Phirum Eng, a senior ki- 
nesiology major, said. “I saw it posted 
on the gym door 
and wanted to try 
something challeng- 
ing and new.” 

Eng, a recreation- 
al basketball player, 
said the hardest part 
of the course was 
the basketball free 
throw. 

Other students, 
such as senior 


kinesiology major A 


Patrick Mecenas, 
took part in the course for extra credit 
for a kinesiology class. 

“I enjoyed competing, trying to set 
the best time,” Mecenas said. “But get- 
ting used to the wheelchair was pretty 
difficult for me.” 


‘I enjoyed competing ... 
But getting used to the 
wheelchair was pretty 


difficult for me. 2 


-~Patrick Mecenas, student 


Johnny Chem, a senior geography 
major, said he took part in the course 
because his friends were participating. 
Before his attempt at the course, Chem 
said he thought about the difficult parts 
of the course and talked to his friends 
about how to effectively maneuver the 
wheelchair. 

Organizers and 
onlookers gave 
participants tips 
as they navi- 
gated the course. 
Students also 
talked strategy 
after finishing the 
course, pointing 
out the difficulties 
they had on the 
obstacles. Many 
said the hardest 
part was the exercise ball challenge, in 
which they had to push an exercise ball 
into a small soccer goal box. 

Other upcoming events include a 
wheelchair basketball shootout, sched- 
uled to take place in March. 
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Amnesty will not solve 
illegal immigration 


In his January speech in Las Vegas, President 
Barack Obama discussed his idea for compre- 
hensive immigration reform. In his speech, thé 
president acknowledged that there is'a difference 
between legal and illegal immigration. Then he 
agreed that immigrants who crossed the border 
into this country without proper documentation 
did, in fact, break our nation’s laws. Immediately 
after, Obama recommended granting illegal 
immigrants, who broke the law, amnesty. I agree 
with the president; we need comprehensive illegal 
immigration reform. However, I don’t believe 
amnesty is the answer. 

Why is our government in such a rush to grant 
undocumented immigrants amnesty? 

It is the job of Congress to propose legislation 
that protects the American people. The current 
proposals made by Obama and the so-called 
Senate Eight are not beneficial for the American 
people. These proposals have so far neglected the 
discussion of how amnesty will impact the mil- 
lions of unemployed and low-income Americans. 
These proposals will extend citizenship to more 
than 11 million illegal immigrants. Eleven mil- 
lion new competitors to the work force will make 
it harder for you to find a job when you graduate. 

As the Hispanic population increases and 
becomes a larger part of the voting block, both 
political parties are eager to court this group of 
voters. This is clearly a political move by the 
democrats as a way of securing the Hispanic 
vote. Republican representatives working on the 
comprehensive immigration bill in the Senate 
are desperately attempting to gain a slice of the 
Latino vote. Do not be fooled: their stance does 
not represent the views of the American people. 

Elizabeth Gamboa is a senior history major 
and the president of Long Beach State College 
Republicans. , 


Neither party proposal is 
perfect 


No one understands demographics better than 
former governor Mitt Romney and the republi- 
cans who saw the full effect of alienating Latinos 
in this previous November election. As a wake- 
up Call, this event helped spur a competition of 
two immigration reforms between republicans 
and democrats. Though they are both a step in the 
right direction, the réality is neither proposal will 
really benefit illegal U.S residents. 

The Gang of Eight’s proposal suggests a 
“probationary legal status” for undocumented 
immigrants but does not allow them to apply for 
permanent legal status until the border is secured: 
in other words, indefinitely. 

House Majority Leader Eric Cantor is com- 
pletely reasonable in arguing that there needs 
to be a “respect for the rule of law and respect 
for those waiting to enter this country legally.” 
Furthermore, Congress needs to stop making 
promises if the current ones can’t be kept. 
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Many of the illegal immigrants in the country 
have come here for the same reason as those com- 
ing legally: survival. The difference is their lack 
of resources needed to wait a year or two to apply 
for naturalization. 

There is nothing wrong with the process to 
regulate the people coming into this country. 

The truth is there are people taking advantage of 
the system. The problem lies in how expensive, 
impossible and time consuming it has become. 

Illegal immigrants don’t come with the inten- 
tion of breaking the law. They do not want to be 
smuggled in a trunk, to cross a desert or to climb 
a high fence to put food on their tables. 

The main criticism with the Gang of Eight 
proposal is the precise language as to when these 
individuals will ever be able to attain permanent 
legal status, if at all. 

Placing these illegal immigrants in limbo 
will result in them being deported before being 
granted full citizenship rights. 

However, Obama’s proposal might be even 
worse for illegal immigrants. 

While his proposal will allow 11 million un- 
documented immigrants amnesty, it inadvertently 
places them behind regular citizens in the job 
search. It leads to the same problem: a struggle 
for income. 

Obama’s plan does include 
details including the speci- 
ficity of the 


payment of 
fines and criminal 
background checks. With 
more specificity, the Gang of Eight’s 

proposal would have a better chance as opposed 
to Obama’s proposal. 

The reality is that having “status” in this coun- 
try means nothing if it is simply a label with no 
benefits. Quite frankly, illegal immigrants’ cur- 
rent position at least allows them to make money. 

Both sides are trying to pull in Latino support, 
but assuming that the Latinos will overlook the 


long-term benefits of their reform, proposals could . 


easily damage both parties in the next election. 
Nayeli Carillo is a senior journalism major 
and a contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 


Obama must stick to his 
proposed plan 


You talk a big game, President Barack Obama, 
and while we agree with your stance when it 
comes to immigration reform, we have difficulty 
accepting that change will truly occur. 

Obama, you spoke to the Latino community 
and made promises for immigration reform. 

You brought hope to the hopeless and instilled 
confidence in the Latino people for a legal future. 
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You even got the attention of some of our parents, 
aunts, uncles and cousins. We saw the hope in 
their eyes that one day they’d become citizens. 

It is because of this hope that we, U.S. citizens, 
voted for you in 2008. However, after watching 
your most recent State of the Union address, you 
left both us and our family members disappoint- 
ed. Two years in a row you have stated that you 
will “sign it right away,” referring to immigration 
reform laws. Yet, no change has occurred and 
no laws have been signed. It is hard to believe 
that a comprehensive immigration reform will 
be passed when all focus is on securing borders, 
rather than attempting to enact a plan that will 
provide undocumented immigrants the same 
rights that U.S. citizens take for granted. 

Obama, you recently spoke eloquently regard- 
ing students who are allowed to study in the U.S. 
but who unfortunately must return to their native 
countries once their student visas expire. It’s 
true. This policy makes no sense. Why not allow 
bright, inspired and dedicated students to remain 
in the U.S. and contribute to our economy? 

If your immigration reform plans to provide in- 
centives to those foreign-born educated entrepre- 
neurs by giving them speedier, more accessible 
immigration statuses to stimulate our economy, 
why not start looking at the immigrant commu- 

nity in our country who work hard 
to obtain an education and 
who dream only 
to have a 


second chance 
to be first-class citizens? 
Furthermore, why not allow all 
undocumented immigrants who are committed 
to contributing to our economy the opportunity 
to gain legal citizenship in a speedy and less 
expensive manner? : 

These folks are doing jobs that are crucial to 
our society, like harvesting our food, cleaning our 
homes and constructing our buildings. But how 
are they rewarded or acknowledged? 

There are many intelligent, bright and successful 
individuals waiting for the opportunity to contrib- 
ute to our society. We stand behind them, Obama, 
pleading with you to make good on your promises. 

Elizabeth Chalme, Vanessa Gonzales, Karina 
Quintero, Angela Ruiz and Miriam Vitela are 
graduate social work students and contributing 
writers for the Daily 49er. 


The trouble with 
immigration programs 


My name is Alexis Nava Teodoro, and I am 
part of an undocumented family. 

Since my family has been in'the U.S., we have 
always been separated due to inhumane immigra- 
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tion enforcement programs. As I watched Presi- 
dent Barack Obama give his speech on immigra- 
tion, I grew frustrated that people agree about 
needing more enforcement programs to expand 
without considering what millions of families, 
like mine, experience on a daily basis. 

As a child, I was separated from my mother for 
many years. My sisters and I were sent to live with 
my grandmother in Michoacan, Mexico to protect 
us from ending up in the foster care system in case 
immigration officers ever deported my mother. 

My mother made the right decision, because it 
was not long before immigration officers raided 
ther employer and my mother was deported. Her 
only crime was working hard to achieve the so- 
called “American Dream” she wanted for herself 
and for her children. I remember I could never 
understand why I couldn’t be with my mom. At 
the age of 10, we reunited in Santa Ana, Calif. 

However, the deportations did not stop there. 
I am 25 now, and there is a long list of deporta- 
tions within my family. Several of my uncles, 
both my godparents and one of my cousins have 
been deported. My older sister went as far as 
self-deportation after realizing the hardships and 
limitations she had in this country for being an 
undocumented worker. I have never known what 
it’s like to have a complete and united family. 

Enforcement programs like the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (INA) Section 287(g) allow local 
law enforcement to have the power to detain indi- 
viduals and ask for their “papers.” Secure Commu- 
nities is an information-sharing program between 
local law enforcement and federal agencies for the 
purpose of identifying “criminal undocumented 
immigrants.” Both of these programs have created 
an oppressive environment where individuals are 
deemed criminals, separated, and even worse, leav- 
ing a generation of children who will never forget 
the scars of being separated from their parents. 

Countless studies, including the Migration 
Policy Institutes’s “Delegation and Divergence — 
A Study of 287(g) State and Local Immigration 
Enforcement,” have found that only 50 percent 
of undocumented immigrants who are deported 
nationally through this policy have committed 
violent felony crimes. The other half has been - 
charged with non-violent misdemeanors, simple 
traffic offenses or simply being undocumented. 
Also, the report “Misplaced Priorities: The 
Failure of Secure Communities in Los Angeles 
County” published by the UC Irvine Law School, 
found that this program continues to lead in the 
deportation of people who have no criminal con- 
victions or who are victims of crime themselves. 

Thus more families are separated, more chil- 
dren are sent to the foster care system and more 
lives are lost. . 

I hope the struggles of my family and the 
millions of other families like mine serve as 
evidence that 287(g) and Secure Communities are 
not working. The immediate cancellation of these 
policies is imperative. Politicians should include 
this in their immigration proposals. 

Alexis Nava Teodoro is a Chicano studies 
and economics double major and a contributing 
writer for the Daily 49er. ues 
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Low approval rating of Congress is related to lack of term limits 


Not much positive news has come out of 
Congress lately. Congress has reached a public ap- 
proval rating of 15 percent, a rating so low that it is 
considered historic. However, with such a terrible 
record of uncompromising partisanship that has 
rendered the government practically inactive, it is 
no wonder that so many people are dissatisfied. 

Who could forget the summer of 2011, when 
the U.S., in a midst of an economic crisis, nearly 
declared default for the first time in its history? 

When the nation needed strong leadership and 
decision making, it instead received an organized 
mob arguing amongst itself like schoolchildren, 
the result of such sheer pettiness causing the 
downgrade of the U.S. credit rating. 

More recently, Congress again proved its stub- 
born inability to act when the nation was reaching 
the “fiscal cliff?’ Once again Congress failed to 
lead the country in a time of need. Congress has 
failed the people that have elected it to power, yet 


the same members of Congress are constantly 
re-elected at the end of each term. 

This cycle of election and re-election has created 
something the Founding Fathers had never antici- 
pated, and it is currently harming the nation. What 
we have is a group of “career politicians.” A career 
politician is defined as a politician who, instead of 
holding a political office for a short period of time, 
remains in office until retirement. 
An example of such would be 
Nancy Pelosi, a California con- 
gresswoman and former Speaker 
of the House. Pelosi has been in and out of Congress 
since 1987 and holds office to this day. This is not 
uncommon as nearly 87 percent of incumbents were 
re-elected in the 2010 elections. 

These incumbents have the money, name rec- 
ognition and organization methods that challeng- 
ers generally do not have, making it difficult for a 
lesser known, small-time politician to succeed. 


NIckK CHAVEZ 


Political offices were never meant to be held 
by the same people for years at a time, even if 
the people did elect them time and again. When 
the Founding Fathers first created the Constitu- 
tion, they assumed that most Americans who 
entered office would do so out of a sense of public 
duty and would resign after one or two terms, 
following the example set by George Washington 
himself. 

As such, they felt that term 
limits were unnecessary, and to 
this day there are no term limits 
for congressmen specified in the Constitution. 

However, current events show that this sense 
of “public duty” is no longer what it was during 
Washington’s time. Congressmen are abusing the 
lack of official term limits to stay in power for 
years at a time, all the while enjoying the benefits 
of being in office, such as the high pay, generous 
pension, health care funded by tax revenue and 


lucrative connections to powerful enterprises. 

The current broken system creates an atmo- 
sphere that separates Congress from the common 
man and is so instilled in partisan gridlock that it 
forgets the very reason for its existence: to serve 
the people who placed them in power. 

In a time when people call for health care 
reform, let them also call for another type of 
reform: congressional term limits. 

Term limits would create a Congress that is better 
in touch with the people, a Congress that is aware of 
the modern world and modern issues. Term limits 
would eliminate career politicians from the system, 
allowing fresh ideas to enter Congress from a con- 
stant, steady supply of new congressmen. 

But most importantly, they would give Con- 
gress back to the people and create a free, active 
government. 

Nick Chavez is an undeclared freshman and a 
contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 


TV does not create stupid viewers, viewers create stupid TV 


If I hear someone say that television is making 
people stupid one more time, I might just lose 
my mind. Blasting television as a brain-frying 
time-killer is a favorite idea amongst budding 
intellectuals and conspiracy theorists. I’ve heard 
it dozens of times from as many different people 
and in numerous contexts. 

Television will never make you stupid because 
television can’t make you stupid. In order to make 
someone do or become something, you have to 
force him or her into that situation. It’s not really 
much of a choice. If | make you give me your 
wallet, it’s because your other options are broken 
bones or death. With alternatives like that, it’s no 
wonder that my theoretical mugger counterpart is 
maxing out your credit card. 

But no one is holding a gun to anyone’s head 
and forcing them to watch eight hours of “Family 


Guy” or the “Real Housewives” of whatever city. 
That’s a choice. I’ve heard this idea that media 
moguls with malicious agendas plan shows to 
brainwash and distract people, dumbing us down 
so that we don’t care about important social is- 
sues. Again, not true. 
Television mirrors a 
society’s thoughts and wants. 
People want to laugh, so the 
sitcom is born. People want 
to be informed, and the news does that. Others 
want to condescendingly judge people in ridicu- 
lous situations that they perceive as dumb, and 
reality shows make that, well, a reality. 
Television doesn’t create the demand fora ~ 
particular kind of programming; the audience 
does. The shows simply supply that demand. If 
most people loved to learn all the time, docu- 


DANIEL SERRANO 


mentaries would air in prime time and “Jeop- 
ardy” would get Super Bowl ratings. But that’s 
not the case. 

Television is a business like any other industry. 
TV executives sell a product — the show — and 
what people want to watch, they’II air. So if you 
see television as a cesspool 
brewing up idiots seven days 
a week, don’t look at the sta- 
tions in disgust; instead, look 
at the viewers. The shows are giving them what 
they want, making their mind’s desire actualize 
in the form of colored pixels representing people 
and situations. 

Most people who do indulge in,the simple 
pleasures of dim-witted programming, myself 
included, use it as nothing more than a tem- 
porary break. I’ve never met a person whose 


intellectual inabilities stemmed from too much 
television. 

Beside, there is a lot to be gained from televi- 
sion, if viewed critically. I guarantee you that you 
can learn something from Kim Kardashian if you 
watch her show once, even if it only concerns the 
pitfalls of vanity and the subsequent pursuit of 
trivial material goods. 

The point is, there is no show that creates 
stupid people. Rather, the desire to see dumb, 
mindless entertainment creates shows that fit 
the bill. Television isn’t a weapon waging a war 
on our intelligence; it’s a mirror for society’s 
collective thoughts and desires, especially the 
dumb ones. 

Daniel Serrano is a senior double major in 
English and journalism and an assistant city edi- 
tor for the Daily 49er. 
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Student art exhibit gives bikini bartenders a voice oR us 


“Bikini Bars of Orange County” 
features stories from scantily 
clad bar servers. 


By Joun Mrocu 
Staff Writer 


The on campus photography exhibition “Bikini 
Bars of Orange County” has something that will catch 
almost any man’s wandering eyes: bar servers dressed 
in bikinis. 

Senior fine arts and photography major Dalia Es- 
trada’s documentary photography exhibition, “Bikini 
Bars of Orange County,” features bartenders and 
servers who are required to wear bikinis or lingerie 
when they serve drinks to customers. 

Estrada’s exhibit features 12 portrait photos of 
bikini-clad bartenders and servers. Each server’s pic- 
ture is accompanied with a personal statement from 
the server. 

The prompt for the bar servers was simple. 

“T would ask them to write something about them- 
selves, something that was personal,” Estrada said. “I 
thought it would be kind of a nice thing to go with the 
picture.” 

The personal statements from each woman give a 
little background about the servers. They talk about 
where they are from and who they are in their own 
words. 

The written statements from the servers humanize 
them in a sense because, according to Estrada’s art- 
ist’s statement, “these women are playing roles which 
portray them as ‘objects of desire.” 

The idea to create an exhibit about bikini bars in 
Orange County stemmed from Estrada’s “sheer fas- 
cination” of these bikini-themed bars. Estrada is from 


Courtesy OF DALIA EstRADA 


Nicole is one of many girls featured in the “Bikini Bars of Orange County” exhibit. 


Kansas, she said, so after growing up in the conser- 
vative Midwest, she was shocked to come to Orange 
County and see that a bikini-clad server was an oc- 
cupation. 

“I started frequenting these bikini bars, and [the 
bikini bartenders] stories became really interesting to 
me,” Estrada said. “The people that I photograph tend 
to be on the margins of what’s acceptable to main- 
stream society.” 

Estrada said she made these pieces purely out of 
curiosity about what these girls do for a living. 


“I’m not trying to say it’s acceptable or it’s not ac- 
ceptable,” Estrada said. “It was genuinely just inter- 
esting and something I was curious about.” 

“Bikini Bars of Orange County” should remind 
viewers to slow down and reconsider the people they 
meet, according to Estrada. There may be a lot more 
to a person than what you see, she said. 

The exhibit will be open Wednesday from noon 
to 7 p.m. and Thursday from noon to 5 p.m. in the 
Dennis W. Dutzi art gallery located on upper cam- 
pus. 


endar 
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Long Beach Fit Camp 
7:30 a.m. 

2100 E. Ocean Blvd. 

Get a great workout at this 
early morning fitness group. 
Get a head start on bathing 
suit season, and start a new 
healthy lifestyle before class. 
This group is free to join and 
open to the public. 


Woodwind Music 
8-9p.m. 

CSULB Gerald Daniel Recital 
Hall 

Hear students play woodwind 
instruments directed by John 
Barcellona. Student tickets 


-are $7, and general admission 


is $10. 


Significant Ordinaries 
Noon - 5 p.m. 

University Art Museum 

Five artists collaboratively 
explore presentation as a 
form of media in this free art 
exhibition. 


Chockablock 

Noon -5 p.m. 

University Art Museum 
Sixteen artists have 
collaborated to create 
Chockablock, which includes 
the digital activities of surf- 
ing, sampling and aggregat- 
ing. Admission is free to 
students. 
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Walks, missed opportunities plague 
Dirtbags in close loss to Trojans 


Long Beach State’s win- 
ning streak ended after 
walking five in a 4-1 
loss at USC. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


LOS ANGELES — In a game that 
was much less of a pitcher’s duel than 
the score suggests, the Long Beach 
State baseball team suffered a 4-1 de- 
feat at the hands of Southern California 
at Dedeaux Field on Tuesday night. 

The Dirtbags (5-4) walked five USC 
batters and hit three, while giving up 
eight hits in a game that was defined by 
poor play and missed opportunities by 
both teams. 

“T think we didn’t play very well,” 
LBSU head coach Troy Buckley said. 
“We didn’t pitch well, and we didn’t 
take very good at-bats ... We let some 
things get to us that we shouldn’t let get 
to us.” : 

It was clear it wouldn’t be starting 
pitcher Nick Sabo’s night early, as he 


allowed singles to the first three Trojan 
batters. USC (5-3) scored the first run 
of the game on an RBI groundout, but 
Sabo limited the damage to just the one 
run thanks to an out at the plate that 
was assisted by a good throw from cen- 
ter fielder Colby Brenner. 

The Dirtbags evened the game in the 
top of the second when designated hit- 
ter Ino Patron tripled down the left field 
line and drove in third baseman Juan 
Avila. However, LBSU would never get 
closer to a victory. 

The tie would be broken soon 
enough, as USC first baseman Dante 
Flores hit a towering solo home run 
over the right field wall in the third in- 
ning. The ball didn’t just clear the 10- 
foot wall. It sailed into the neighboring 
parking structure and received a mas- 
sive applause from the home crowd. 

Sabo’s night ended before he could 
make it through three full innings, as 
right-handed pitcher Ryan Millison was 
brought in from the bullpen one bat- 
ter later. Sabo gave up four hits, three 
walks and two earned runs while strik- 
ing out one in his short outing. 

“{Sabo] was a little tentative,’ Buck- 
ley said. “It started off in the beginning, 
and he never turned the corner or had 
an answer.” 


The Trojans put the game out of 
reach in the bottom of the seventh. The 
inning started off well for the Dirtbags, 
as Millison got the. first two batters to 
fly out, but he allowed two singles and 
two walks to the next four Trojans. USC 
went ahead 3-1, prompting Millison to 
be replaced by Nick Rosetta. However, 
Rosetta hit his first batter, faced and al- 
lowed the Trojans to score again. 

The Dirtbags stopped the bleeding 
with a popout to end the inning, but not 
before USC had taken a 4-1 lead. 

That lead would prove to be insur- 
mountable, as LBSU came up empty 
despite putting two runners on base in 
the ninth. Sabo took the loss while USC 
starting pitcher Brent Wheatley earned 
his first win of the season. Trojans re- 
liever Sean Adler got the save after dis- 
playing a brutal sweeping curveball that 
struck out two Dirtbags in the ninth. 

“You're not going to win games when 
you give up [as many walks] as we did,” 
Buckley said. “I’d rather a team beat us 
and hit the ball all over the field than by us 
compounding things and walking people.” 

The Dirtbags will have a few days to 
improve their act, as their next series 
will come on Friday against Seattle. 
The first game is set for 6 p.m. at Blair 
Field. 


Lone BEACH State ATHLETICS 


Nick Sabo (49) pitches in a road game last season. In his first road start 
this year, Sabo allowed two runs in 2.2 innings pitched at USC. 


Softball to play Japanese professional team in unofficial home opener 


The Toyota Professional Team won three 
straight Japanese league championships. 


‘By DANIEL ASTLE 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State softball 
team will forego ranked teams for the 
first time this season at the San Di- 
ego State Classic I this weekend but 


not before getting a taste of foreign 


softball. : 

LBSU (7-6) will host an exhibition 
game against a Japanese professional 
team at the 49er Softball Complex at 2 
p.m today. 


The Toyota Professional Team won 
the Japanese Pro League champion- 
ship in November and became the first 
team in league history to win three 
straight titles. The reigning Japanese 
champions are led by former Olympi- 
ans Monica Abbott and Natasha Wat- 
ley, both of whom played for Team 
USA at the 2008 Summer Olympic 
Games in Beijing. 

LBSU head coach Kim Sowder feels 
that the game will be a good opportuni- 
ty for the team to practice in a competi- 
tive setting while keeping the players 
fresh and ready. 

“Everybody’s going to get to play,” 
Sowder said. “We’re going to try to get 


everybody some work and use it to get 
better and work on things.” 

Most of the ‘Niners will be work- 
ing on making appropriate adjustments 
and fine-tuning their skills in prepara- 
tion for this weekend’s tournament. For 
second baseman Nalani St. Germain 
and right fielder Darian Tautalafua, the 
focus will be on maintaining their hot 
streak at bat. 

St. Germain was named Big West 
Player of the Week after hitting .471 


with three multi-hit games at last week- _ 


end’s Mary Nutter Collegiate Classic. 
Tautalafua homered in a loss to No. 
17 Arizona. She then had three solid 
hits to help The Beach rally back from 
down five runs in a 7-6 walk-off win 
over Syracuse. 

“It was an emotional weekend,” 
Sowder said. “I was really proud with 


how our team responded to that tough 
loss [to Arizona], and I think it made 
them stronger.” 

Despite opening last weekend’s tour- 
nament with two discouraging losses, 
the 49ers picked themselves up to win 
their next three games. 

“T definitely felt we outplayed Ari- 
zona, which is a ranked team” Sowder 
said. “I think even though we lost that 
game, we had played better as a team 
and gained confidence from that game.” 

As St. Germain has discovered her 
swing’s sweet spot, she also reunited 
with her natural field position at second 
base. 

LBSU’s coaching staff decided to 
disable starting second baseman Cya 
Neal for the rest of the season due to a 


‘torn labrum in her throwing arm. Neal, 


who’s a senior, will be redshirted for 


the season and return next year, accord- 
ing to Sowder. 

Sowder feels more confident about 
this team, because this weekend 
showed that the players believe in each 
other. She highlighted Ashley Holmes’ 
walk-off grand slam against Syracuse 
on a final out as the sign of her team’s 
never-say-die attitude. 

“The last one was probably one of 
the most exciting comebacks I’ve ever 
been a part-of here — ever,” Sowder 
said. : 

The 49ers will open the San Diego 
Classic I against Boise State on Friday. 
They will then play more Mountain 
West Conference foes in San Diego 
State, New Mexico and Fresno State 
over the next three days before conclud- 
ing the tournament against Brigham 
Young. 
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